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Global Trends in Shipbuilding 
and Shipbreaking Industries
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Trends in Shipbuilding Industry 1
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1. Data Source: The Shipbuilders’ Association of Japan(SAJ)

2. Ship Size Coverage: 100 Gross Tonnage and over

Excess supply and excess capacity since 2008
Recent years have seen very low levels of new orders received by 
virtually all shipyards. 
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Gradual recovery linked to the increase of seaborne trade is predicted. 
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Source: OECD WP6 Workshop on Supply and Demand in the Shipbuilding Industry, 9 November 2015

Presentation by the Secretariat of the report on the imbalances in the shipbuilding industry, assessment of their magnitude, their 

causes and potential policy implications 

Trends in Shipbuilding Industry 2
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The increase of seaborne trade reflects the increase the share of Bulk Carrier
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Trends in Shipbuilding Industry 3

1. Data Source: The Shipbuilders’ Association of Japan(SAJ) from HIS Markit “World Shipbuilding Statistics”

2. Ship Size Coverage: 100 Gross Tonnage and over

3. Oil tanker does not include chemical tankers and gas tankers but other liquilds. Bulk carrier includes combined carriers.
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Focused Business Area in each countries

Europe: Naval, Passenger, Offshore USA: Naval Korea, China, Japan: all types 
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OECD WP6

Trends in Shipbuilding Industry 4
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Shipbreaking by Countries
South Asia region- India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan account 

76% of world shipbreaking in gross tonnage.
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Source: “Shipbuilding Statistics” September 2016, the Shipbuilders’ Association of Japan

GT

Recovering again

Trends in Shipbreaking Industry 1
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The amount of ships 

to be broken.

Source: “Shipbuilding Statistics” September 2016, the Shipbuilders’ Association of Japan

Shipbreaking will continue to increase

Trends in Shipbreaking Industry 2
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3 x bigger sized ships to be broken in the future
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1992
11076GT

2002
19235GT

2012
22260GT

2016
33691GT

In breaking In building

Average age of ships sold for shipbreaking is 25-30 years

Trends in Shipbreaking Industry 3
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Sectoral  Activities
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IndustriALL World Conference on Shipbuilding-Shipbreaking
10-11 November 2014

Huis Ten Bosch/Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan
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83 participants from 24 unions in 19 countries(Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Netherlands,
Norway, Pakistan, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan ROC, UK and USA.)
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IndustriALL Shipbuilding-Shipbreaking  Action Group

1-2 November 2015

Chittagong, Bangladesh
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27 participants from 11 unions in 12 countries(Australia, Bangladesh,

Brazil, India, Denmark, Netherland, Japan, Singapore, Spain, and USA.)



Industri ALL

IndustriALL Shipbuilding-Shipbreaking  Action Group

7-8 November 2016

Western Australia
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60 participants from 18 unions in 14 countries(Australia, Bangladesh,

Brazil, Chile, Denmark, France, India, Japan, Korea, Netherlands,

Norway, Singapore, UK, and USA)
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IndustriALL Shipbuilding-Shipbreaking Action Group Meeting

Conclusion
Implementing IndustriALL Global Union Action Plan 2016-2020 into
Shipbuilding-Shipbreaking sector and continue to improve the sector Action
Plan adopted at the World Conference in 2014.

Focal Points of Action for 2016-2018
• Strengthening activities on occupational health and safety (OHS) and

demanding safer workplace at all levels.
• Focusing on the trend of shipbuilding-shipbreaking industry and taking solidarity

actions supporting affiliates who are fighting for their rights or for decent work
against governments and employers in the industry

• Developing and advancing the processes of creating strong trade union
networks

• Strengthening world wide campaign and action, collaborating with all the
stakeholders on demanding that all the states expedite ratification of the Hong
Kong Convention, to secure the shipbreaking workers’ safety and jobs.

• Continue to making effort to increase women’s participation at all levels of union
activities

• Developing collaborative activities and seeking synergies to effect sustainable
industrial policies with other related sectors
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Meeting of Experts to adopt a Code of Practice on 

Safety and Health in Shipbuilding and ship repair

22 - 26 January 2018, Geneva

The purpose of the meeting is to review and adopt an ILO

Code of Practice on safety and health in shipbuilding and

ship repair.

From IndustriALL:

8 worker experts on OHS in shipbuilding and ship

repair.
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Fight against precarious work

Actions around the world 
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Creating TU Network
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Trade Union Network Bilateral Union Communication

Possibility for the next TUN
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Sustanable Industrial Policy
World Conference on Industry 4.0 on 26-27 October 2017

 Just Transition
 Social Dialogue with various stakeholders
 Work with UN organizations on SDGs
 Upgrade education and skill training
 New strategy for organizing workers
 Intense union building in developing countries
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Serious accident continues in South Asia
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Source: SAJ

5Six states have acceded(ratified): Belgium, Congo, Denmark, France, Norway, and Panama (as of 13 July 2017)  

6 states with 20% of GT of the world’s merchant shipping

We need 9 states with more than 20% of GT of the world 
merchant shipping, including major shipbreaking country 
such as India and China!
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Why We Need HK Convention? 
It could contribute to the sustainable employment/decent work

 International convention

 Realistic (concrete steps)

 Sustainable for all parties

 Effective implementation and monitoring

 Social Dialogue
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Website

Thank You

www.industriALL-union.org

http://www.imfmetal.org/contentImages/big/29038_2_big.jpg
http://www.imfmetal.org/contentImages/big/29038_2_big.jpg

