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Mining  Companies  and  Global  Social  Responsibility

Rio  Tinto  –  from  global  giant  to  corporate  citizen  

IndustriALL  is  committed  to  a  campaign  that:

     Shines  a  light  on  the  activities  of  Rio  Tinto  in  communities  across  the  world

     Measures  up  Rio’s  claims  to  being  a  good  corporate  citizen  with  the  realities.  

     Communicates  with  shareholders  and  the  business  community  to  inform  them  of  Rio’s  behaviours.  

     Builds  a  global  campaign  audience  through  members,  activist  groups  and  the  global  environment  
movement.
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Rio Tinto in summary:
RIO  TINTO  plc.

Public  Company

ASE:  RIO  
   LSE:  RIO  
   NYSE:  RIO

Metals  and  Mining

1873

London,  United  Kingdom

Jan  Du  Plessis:  Chairman  
   Tom  Albanes:  CEO

  Iron  ore,  Bauxite,  Alumina,  Aluminium,  Copper,  Molydbenum,  Gold,    
Diamonds,  Coal,  Uranium,  Titanium  Dioxide,  Borates,  Salt,  Talc

US$  26.2  billion  (2010)  
   US$  27.4  billion  (2011)

77  000  people  (2010)  
   51  000  people  (2011)

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Tinto_Group

Rio  Tinto’s

The  Swiss  metal  union  
UNIA,  the  International  
Metalworkers’  Federation  
(IMF)  and  the  International  
Federation  of  Chemical,  
Energy,  Mine  and  General  
Workers’  Unions  (ICEM)  
protested  against  the  use  
of  Rio  Tinto  metals  in  
Olympic  medals  with  an  
action  at  the  International  
Olympic  Committee  (IOC)  in  
Lausanne  on  14  May  2012.
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CONTRIBUTION  OF  RIO  TINTO’S  FIVE  PRODUCT  LINE  TO  GROUP  EARNINGS
IRON  ORE:  

ALUMINIUM:  

lowest

Products

October  2011 move  away  from  its  aluminum  
business  and  would  put  up  close  to  $8  billion  worth  of  assets  for  sale

Rio  Tinto  said  it  would  sell  13  assets  which  include  

estimated  worth  of  these  assets  come  to  $8  billion.

COPPER:  

Products

DIAMONDS  AND  MINERALS  GROUP:  
three  

sectors.  Rio  Tinto  Diamonds

Products

ENERGY:  
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Rio Tinto's operational footprint in Africa
COUNTRY LOCATION PRODUCT %  OWNERSHIP

GUINEA SANGREDI ALUMINIUM  (BAUXITE) 23

GUINEA KAMSAR ALUMINIUM  (BAUXITE) 23

GUINEA SIMANDOU IRON  ORE 50.35

SOUTH  AFRICA RICHARDS  BAY TITANIUM  DIOXIDE   74

SOUTH  AFRICA PALABORWA COPPER 57.7

COAL 99,74

NAMIBIA RÖSSING URANIUM 69

MUROWA DIAMOND 78

MADAGASCAR ILLMENITE 80

CAMEROON EDIA ALUMINIUM 47

Projects

     Orientale  iron  ore  project  in  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo.  

       the  construction  and  operation  of  a  new,  1,000-­megawatt  hydroelectric  generating  station  at  
Songmbengué  in  Cameroon

Decoding Rio Tinto's DNA

RIO  TINTO’S  GLOBAL  STRATEGY

June  2011
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AFRICA  A  KEY  ELEMENT  OF  RIO  TINTO’S  STRATEGY  

The  IFC  makes  investments  in  projects  that  contribute  to  sustainable  development,  that  
are  economically  viable  and  comply  with  its  social  and  environmental  standards

January  2012

  

Protesting  at  the  Rio  Tinto  
Annual  General  Meeting  in  
London  on  19  April  2012,  
Marc  Maltais,  President  of  
United  Steelworkers  (USW)  
Local  9490  representing  
locked  out  workers  at  a  
Rio  Tinto  smelter  in  Alma,  
Canada  said,  “World  class  
athletes  deserve  medals  
that  aren’t  tainted  by  Rio  
Tinto’s  brutal  treatment  
of  its  own  workers  and  
communities.”
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Rio Tinto Global Citizen - the scorecard
FICTION  1  |  ON  SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  THE  SOCIAL  LICENCE  TO  OPERATE
“Rio  Tinto  is  committed  to  contributing  to  the  social,  economic,  and  institutional  development  of  the  
communities  in  which  we  operate.  It  is  important  to  our  shareholders,  employees  and  many  other  
stakeholders  that  we  contribute  to  societal  stability  through  local  employability  and  employment  
opportunities,  local  procurement,  civic  governance  and  the  transparent  payment  of  tax  and  dividend  

in  which  we  have  a  presence.  This  approach  helps  us  build  a  reputation  as  an  organization  that  facilitates  
economic  growth  in  the  places  where  we  work.  In  turn,  this  helps  us  earn  our  social  licence  to  operate.”

FICTION  2  |  ON  LABOUR  RELATIONS
  “respect  is  central  to  a  harmonious  workplace,  where  the  rights  of  employees  are  

“Over  the  last  sixteen  years,  the  company  has  resolved  all  its  contract  negotiations  throughout  the  world  

FICTION  3  |  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS.
  “...set  out  to  build  enduring  relationships  with  our  neighbours  that  demonstrate  

mutual  respect,  active  partnership,  and  long  term  commitment.”

FICTION  4  |  ON  ENVIRONMENT  STEWARDSHIP
  “excellence  in  environmental  performance  and  product  stewardship  is  essential  

to  our  business  success...  Wherever  possible  we  prevent,  or  else  minimise,  reduce  and  remedy  the  
disturbance  of  the  environment.”  

THE  FACTS  SPEAK  DIFFERENTLY
FACT  1  |  ON  SUSTAINABLE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  THE  SOCIAL  LICENCE  TO  OPERATE

  London  Mining  Network “From  Papua  New  Guinea  to  
Namibia,  from  the  Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan  in  the  U.S.  to  Madagascar,  and  from  Cameroon  to  
Indonesia,  Rio  Tinto  has  a  long  and  shameful  record  [across  all  human  development  indicators  –  labour,  
social,  economic,  and  environmental]”  

FACT  2  |  ON  LABOUR  RELATIONS
Former  Australian  Prime  Minister  Bob  Hawke “What  runs  through  as  a  common  thread  is  
[Rio  Tinto’s]  philosophy  that  they  want  to  see  the  trade  unions  out  of  their  operations”  (Corporate  Watch)

“...virtual  slave  labour  under  brutal  conditions.  Some  of  these  conditions,  continued  to  as  
recently  as  2000  where  black  workers  were  still  paid  lower  wages  than  their  white  counterparts”.  
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FACT  3  |  ON  HUMAN  RIGHTS

FACT  4  |  ON  ENVIRONMENT  STEWARDSHIP

The Company is also 
accused of maintaining a 
well-armed private army  
to handle labour or civil 
unrest at the mine and that 
civilians were killed by the 
military, assisted by the 
mine's security forces.

Workers  in  Mozambique.
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Rio  Tinto's  (un)  sustainable  footprint  in  Africa

EXAMPLES  OF  COUNTRY  EXPERIENCES  
SOUTH  AFRICA:

NAMIBIA:  

     Dividing  the  original  communities  by  resettling  workers  close  to  the  mine  and  dumping  all  the  other  
people  over  40km  away  and  far  from  the  main  road.  “The  impression  this  model  gives,”  says  the  report,  
“is  that  uneducated  and  unemployed  members  of  a  community  can  be  dumped  anywhere...”
     Moving  families  to  the  new  sites  even  though  construction  work  had  not  been  completed  and  basic  
services  such  as  water  and  electricity  were  not  in  place.  In  Mualadzi,  people  were  resettled  before  the  
promised  schools  or  clinic  had  been  built;;  
   Constructing  houses  that  are  already  cracking  just  a  few  months  later;;  
   Not  providing  the  promised  paved  roads;;  

or  productive  and  where  the  same  land  is  also  sometimes  claimed  by  other  communities;;  and
     Not  consulting  widely  enough  with  the  affected  people,  who  claim  to  have  had  very  little  knowledge  
about  the  resettlement  program.
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LOM-­PANGER  DAM,  CAMEROON:

RÖSSING  URANIUM  MINE,  NAMIBIA:

12  times  
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